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CONEIDENTIAL CANBERRA 4485 

EO 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: XV, TGEN, EEIS, AS 

SUBJECT: ANTARCTIC MARINE LIVING RESOURCES NEGOTIATIONS 

REF: STATE 142980 

1. AS REQUESTED IN REETEL, EMBOFE PRESENTED AIDE MEMOIRE TO 
PETER TIMMINS, ACTING ASSISTANT SECRETARY, INTERNATIONAL LEGAL 
BRANCH, DFAWPG SIMMINS WELCOMED RECEIPT OEIYESSAGE AND SAID 
THAT ALTHOUGH DFA HAD SO PAR BEEN DEVOTING MOST OP ITS 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 CANBER 04485 090758Z 

ATTENTION TO TEXT OP CONVENTION ITSELP, IT PULLY APPRECIATED 
IMPORTANCE OP DECIDING ON INTERIM MEASURES AND WOULD POCUS ON 
QUESTION IN DEPTH BEPORE JULY MEETING IN BUENOS AIRES. 

2. ON QUESTIONS OP TEXT, TIMMINS SAID THAT DPA WOULD LIKE TO 
HAVE BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS WITH THE U.S. SIDE WELL BEFORE 
BUENOS AIRES, EITHER WITH THE EMBASSY IN CANBERRA OR DIRECTLY 
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WITH THE DEPARTMENT THROUGH THE AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY IN 
WASHINGTON, AS IT WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE TO SEND EXPERTS TO 
WASHINGTON BEEORE THE MEETING. IT WAS AGREED THAT IT WOULD 
PROBABLY BE BETTER TO HOLD THESE DISCUSSIONS IN WASHINGTON. 
TIMMINS SAID THAT THE AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY WOULD BE CONTACTING 
THE DEPARTMENT SHORTLY. 

3. TIMMINS SAID GOA HAD ALREADY HAD TALKS WITH THE POLES 
AND THE SOVIETS (AMBASSADOR K. BRENNAN IN BOTH CASES) AND THE 
JAPANESE (M. MCKEOWN ON HIS WAY HOME TO CANBERRA FROM GENEVA) 
AND THAT AMBASSADOR BRENNAN SHORTLY WOULD BE HOLDING 
DISCUSSIONS WITH THE FRENCH. DFA HAD DETERMINED THAT THESE 
COUNTRIES HAD HAD THE "MOST DIFFICULTY" WITH THE SOVEREIGNTY 
ISSUE AND IT HAD THUS BEEN DECIDED TO GIVE THEM A "FULLER 
PRESENTATION" OF AUSTRALIAN THINKING ON THE MATTER. HE 
DESCRIBED THE TALKS AS "USEFUL." 

4. TIMMINS SAID THAT EVERYONE WITH WHOM THEY HAD TALKED HAD 
BEEN GIVING A GREAT DEAL OF THOUGHT TO THE DRAFT CONVENTION 
AND SEEMED IN GENERAL AGREEMENT THAT THERE IS CONSIDERABLE 
ROOM FOR SHIFTS AND CHANGES. 

5. TIMMINS ADDED THAT DFA SOMEWHAT CONCERNED THAT WITH NON- 
ENGLISH SPEAKER IN THE CHAIR IN BUENOS AIRES IT MAY BE 
DIFFICULT TO KEEP THE SAME MOMENTUM THAT HAD EXISTED IN 
CANBERRA. HE SAID THAT FOR THIS REASON THERE WAS CONSIDERABLE 
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LOGIC IN THE SOVIET FEELING THAT PERHAPS IT WOULD BE BETTER 
NOT TO ADOPT THE CONCEPT OF NEW "CHAIRMAN'S DRAFTS" IN 
BUENOS AIRES, BUT RATHER TO ADOPT THE CONCEPT OF NEGOTIATING 
GROUPS. HE ADMITTED THAT THE SOVIETS WERE OF COURSE SOMEWHAT 
CONCERNED THAT WITH ANOTHER CLAIMANT IN THE CHAIR THE 
CHAIRMAN'S DRAFT CONCEPT MIGHT NOT BE DESIRABLE FROM THE NON- 
CLAIMANTS' POINT OF VIEW. 
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